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National Center on Elder Abuse 

An information clearinghouse designed to improve the 
national response to elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.

Dedicated to engaging and empowering older adults so that 
they feel capable of advocating for themselves and their 
communities.



SAGE is the country's largest and oldest organization 
dedicated to improving the lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) older adults. Our mission is to lead in 
addressing issues related to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) aging. 

SAGE headquartered in New York City, offers a number of 
services throughout New York City including lead agency for 
the National Resource Center on LGBT Aging,  and the first 
LGBT Senior Center. Additionally SAGE has 30 Affiliates 
across the country. 

http://sageusa.org/about/index.cfm


Polling Question
Have you worked with elder abuse victims who identify as LGBT older adults?

Answer Choices

1) Yes

2) No

3) Unsure



U.S. Older Adult Population Growth: 2000-2030

35 million to 75 million = 20% of the U.S. population

55+ LGBT 
in 2015: 

3 million

55+ LGBT 
in 2030: 

7 million



The Importance of LGBT Voices & Elder 
Justice
2011 Caring and Aging with Pride Study of 2,560 LGBT Older Adults age 
50-94 found:

•68% of had experienced verbal harassment

•43% were threatened with violence

Fredriksen-Goldsen, K. I., Kim, H.-J., Emlet, C. A., Muraco, A., Erosheva, E. A., Hoy-Ellis, C. P., Goldsen, J., Petry, H. (2011). The Aging and Health Report: 
Disparities and Resilience among Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Older Adults - Key Findings Fact Sheet. Seattle: Institute for Multigenerational Health. 



Risk Factors for Elder Abuse

• Past history of victimization, discrimination and stigma
• Social Isolation

• Increased risk of mental health concerns

• Increased risk of substance abuse

• Self-reliance (as protective strength/may also decrease help seeking)

https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-health

https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-health


Issues Affecting Help Seeking
Threat of being "outed" as LGBT

Convinced Authorities won't believe them

Loss of financial support from the abusive person

Older LGBT person fears"living their life alone"

Older LGBT person has history of self-reliance and fears authorities

History of victimization and violence towards LGBT community leaves many to believe Abuse and Neglect is to be 
expected with nowhere to turn for help





Geriatrics Healthcare Collective (USC GHC)

The University of Southern California USC Geriatrics 
Healthcare Collective (USC GHC), partnering with the LA LGBT 
Center, seeks to improve the health outcomes of the 
culturally diverse older adults in Los Angeles.



Ability
Age
Class
Ethnicity
Gender/Gender 
Identity
Race
Sexual Orientation

Intersectionality



General Stats

Live alone Don’t want to 
be alone

Have shrinking 
support 

networks

34
%

32
%

40
%

20
%

Seek dates 
online

https://www.sageusa.org/newsevents/news.cfm?ID=136#sthash.pr9ep2GF.dpuf
Stewart & Kent, 2017 

https://www.sageusa.org/newsevents/news.cfm?ID=136#sthash.pr9ep2GF.dpuf


Elder Abuse in the LGBT Community

Is elder abuse different in the LGBT Community?

Maybe it’s not!

But perhaps greater risk due to greater vulnerability

• Less likely to be in a sustained relationship

• Less likely to be have extended family relationships

• Less likely to reach out for help

• More likely to have history of trauma



Most common types of abuse

Source: http://ageinplace.com/elder-abuse-2/elder-abuse-statistics-silent-epidemic-infographic/



Elder Abuse & COVID-19
All older adults encouraged to isolate at home

↑ isolation 

↑ anxiety regarding getting COVID-19

↓ reports to APS initially, now a dramatic ↑

↓ access to many resources

↓ access to medical care



Sweetheart scam: Financial Abuse & Neglect
A 78-year-old man was found by police wandering in the street

• Mr. Wilson is a retired accountant who had been in a 25-year 
relationship with his partner but never came out or identified as 
gay

• His partner passed away 2 years ago

• Shortly after a ”new friend” Sam came into his life, moved into 
his home

• Mr. Wilson was diagnosed with dementia 

• Sam denies that Mr. Wilson needs care and insists that he can 
make his own decisions

• Police investigation reveals that that Sam is now Mr. Wilson’s 
legal domestic partner and has gotten Mr. Wilson to sign 
multiple documents gifting him funds from his accounts.



Emotional Abuse & Neglect:
88-year-old woman admitted to hospital with malnutrition and 
dehydration

• Marta and Lois lived together as a couple for most of their adult 
lives.

• Lois suffered a stroke and died suddenly leaving Marta alone.

• Marta’s nephew Peter came to help out although he had never 
been supportive of the relationship between Marta and Lois.  

• Marta struggled with her loss, talked about her grief often. 

• Peter humiliated, insulted and threatened Marta with placement 
in a care home if she didn’t stop whining about Lois

• Within a few months, Marta had become weak, stopped eating 
and was not getting out of bed.

• Peter was overheard in the ED berating and humiliating Marta



Responding to LGBT Victimization

• Increase your sensitivity to interpersonal dynamics 

• Relationships may be more complex than they first appear

• Broaden the concept of “family”

• Recognize your own biases

• Listen more, assume less, consider personal circumstances



Principles of Trauma Informed Care
Safety

Trustworthiness & transparency

Peer support

Collaboration & mutuality

Empowerment & choice

Cultural, historical & gender issues

CDC’s Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response (OPHPR), in collaboration with SAMHSA’s National Center for Trauma-Informed Care (NCTIC)



Including LGBT in Broader Elder Justice 
Work
• Implement policies inclusive of sexual orientation 
and gender identity

•Have inclusive message – written and visual

•Provide LGBT cultural competency training for 
staff & volunteers

•Work with LGBT organizations for education & 
outreach



LGBT Elder Justice Focus



Resources
SAGE: www.sageusa.org

NCEA: https://ncea.acl.gov/

SAGECare: – www.sageusa.care
(Training & Credentialing Program)

National Resource Center on LGBT Aging: 
www.lgbtagingcenter.org

FORGE- Empowering. Healing. Connecting:
http://forge-forward.org/anti-violence

National Coalition of Anti-violence programs
https://avp.org/ncavp/

http://www.sageusa.org/
https://ncea.acl.gov/
http://www.sageusa.care/
http://www.lgbtagingcenter.org/
http://forge-forward.org/anti-violence
https://avp.org/ncavp/
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