






Domestic Abuse is...
• A pattern of coercive, controlling behavior (not 

isolated incidents of physical violence)
• In the context of a current or former relationship
• When one person uses intimidating, threatening, 

harmful or harassing behavior designed to create 
fear in the victim

• Purposeful and chosen
• Based on a belief system that the abusive person 

has the right to limit the human and civil rights of 
the victim
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