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“No Baskets for You”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROMPuWg3pzs
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Investigating the connection between ageism and
elder mistreatment
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Elder mistreatment is recognized as a pervasive public health problem with detrimental consequences for older adults and
society. Although considerable research has examined elder mistreatment risk factors at the individual level, there is a grow-
ing call for the field to move beyond proximal causes and consider underlying structural factors that influence elder mistreat-
ment. lllustrating this shift, organizations, advocacy groups and researchers have proposed a connection between ageism and
elder mistreatment. However, despite the assertion that ageism is a causal factor for elder mistreatment, there is a scarcity
of research to demonstrate this relationship. In this Perspective, we examine the proposed conceptual pathways and limited
empirical research connecting ageism and elder mistreatment. After identifying critical gaps in current knowledge, we propose
a model that links ageism and elder mistreatment and a research agenda to bring conceptual clarity and empirical evidence to
the study of this topic.
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PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE WORLD'S POPULATION
BY AGE: 2010-2050




Elder Abuse Definition

“An intentional act or failure to act by a caregiver or
another person in a relationship involving an expectation
of trust that causes or creates a risk of harm to an older
adult (CDC, Hall, Karch, & Crosby, 2016).

Acts Omissions
Emotional/psychological abuse * Neglect by others
Physical abuse
Sexual abuse
Financial abuse/exploitation



HOW BIG OF A PROBLEM IS ELDER ABUSE

One-Year Period Prevalence (Population-Based Studies)
Canada: 8.2% - 10.0%
U.S: 9.5%

Approximately 1 out of every 10 older adult experiences some form of elder abuse each year

Exclusions:
Under-reporting among elders
Excludes cognitive impairment

Excludes older adults in institutional settings



Risk Factors for Elder Abuse

Ecological-Systems

Ageism

Framework




Ageism

Stereotyping, prejudice or discrimination toward people on the basis of age
* Cognitive (stereotypes)

» Affective (prejudice)

e Behavioral (discrimination)

Can be experienced by older adults
e Externally from others
* Internally toward oneself

Can operate at several ecological levels
 Among individuals (interpersonal)

* Through social networks

* Organizations and institutions

e Societal and cultural (policy, social norms)
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“Look here Watson, everybody has to
retire sometime!™




Question

In what ways to > ageism affecting your




What Do We Know About the Link Between Ageism and
Elder Abuse?

* Theoretical suppositions

* Preliminary (weak) research evidence of a relationship
between individual des and a propensity
toward committ e |




A Model Linking Ageism and Elder Abuse

Policy and Social Norms

Intersection with Socio-Cultural Identities and Systems of Inequality

|

» | Exclusion/Isolation >

> Devaluation >

Ageism > Depersonalization >
Toward Older

Adults > Infantilization >

> Powerlessness "

> Blame >

Internalized Ageism Among Older Adults



Question

How do you see ageism operating in ways that place
older adults at higt for elder abuse among
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Model Implications: Addressing Ageism at its Core

AJPH OPEN-THEMED RESEARCH

Interventions to Reduce Ageism Against Older
Adults: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis

David Burnes, Phl>, Christine Sheppard, MSIV, Charles R. Flenderson Jr, M.A, Monica Wassel, BSc, Richenda Cope, BA, Chantal Barber, MSIV, and

Karl Pillermer, PhlI>

A meta-analysis to assess the rele : 1ree major interventions types
ational, intergenerationa 2signed to reduce ageism




Model Implications: Directions for Research

Test the Relationship Between Ageism and EM

» Cross-sectional/national-level data across countries to examine and
compare relationship between ageism (e.g., world values survey) and
EM (e.g., prevalence studies)
Cross-sectional or longituc evel population-based survey
esearch measuring >d) and EM N
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Model Implications: Research in Long-Term Care

Do ageist caregiver attitudes lead to EM - target and modify ageism as a risk
factor

Example
» Research has shown that infantilizing staff attitudes toward residents in

TC settings are associated wit es of EM
Develop and test effe nodifies staff infantilization
on reported EM r L




